Murine and human mast cell progenitors.
The development of mature mast cells (MCs) from hematopoietic progenitor cells as well as the identification and characterization of committed progenitor cells are a current focus of mast cell research. Most published reports in this area are on the origin and differentiation of MCs in mice. Evidence for the human system, i.e. derived from primary human MCs, is widely lacking. Based on the published data, MCs develop either from a committed progenitor or from a common basophil/mast cell precursor. This review summarizes the current knowledge on MC development and MC differentiation.